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February 10, 2017 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

I’d like to share some information with you to start off the second semester. The first semester report card was sent 
home today. Please take a look at not only the marks, but also the learning skills and comments. While the mark 
represents the level of achievement, the comments and learning skills offer good insights into qualities like 
responsibility, independence, initiative, and self-regulation. Potential employers could certainly find value in seeing 
strong learning skills.   
 
Our primary pillar of school improvement is to improve academic achievement. This year we as a staff have had a 
professional development focus to provide clear learning goals, more feedback and clear success criteria for students 
when working on assignments.  Our staff has also reflected on the assignments they are giving and have revised many 
of the quality tasks in order to promote higher order thinking skills. Extensive support has been offered to all students 
through both of our student success rooms. This investment has paid off in terms of student achievement. This past 
semester 98% of credits attempted were attained. Over 40% of credits that were attempted had results of over 80%. 
Those are incredible academic achievements, which will present many post-secondary opportunities for our 
graduates.  
 
Our second school improvement pillar is to create and maintain a positive school climate. During the first semester we 
had a number of guest speakers, spirit events and fundraisers. These events included the Spirit of Christmas 
fundraiser, a Me to We Day, student led Mental Health Awareness Weeks, Ally Weeks, and Wellness Weeks. 
Numerous field trips were enjoyed, and sports teams flourished. To keep up with all upcoming school events, follow 
our website at ffs.tldsb.on.ca. or the school’s twitter feed @FenelonFallsSS.  
 
We would like to welcome several new and returning staff members. Giuliano Montanari will be rejoining our 
technology department. Jacob Morgan and Cayley Scates will be joining our math department. Travis Foley will be 
working with our Practical Academics students, and Christian Harrington will be working with our English and our 
Special Education department.  
 
Please be aware that we have a student attending our school with a LIFE THREATENING AIRBORNE PEANUT ALLERGY. 
This means that even indirect airborne contact with peanut allergens can cause a fatal reaction. PLEASE DO NOT 
BRING PEANUT OR PEANUT PRODUCTS into the school environment.  
 
We are looking forward to building on our successes in the second semester.  If you have any concerns or suggestions 
regarding your child’s education here at Fenelon Falls Secondary School, please give me a call.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ray Este 
Principal  

 


